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PRESIDEMTx Senator Cope.

SENATOR COPE: Nr. Presi.dent, members, I think that Senator
Kelly and Senator Harsh will attest to the fact that 'I have
been very uncertain about this bill, which wav I was goin@
to vote and the way it was handled this morninv I thini.
probably makes up my mind because I Just don't think that
it is the fair way to do it. If this Attornev Genex al's
opinion had been brought out in General Pile, lt certainlv
might have swayed me, it might have swayed other Senators'
opinion on it but when it is used as a last-ditch effort,
then I rather resent that and probably will chancre mv vote
if I have a chance to change it. So I would ask that we
not return this to Select Pile to kill lt and see what
happens with it. If' it does pass, then certainly 1< this
one man's opinion, this Attorney General's opinion, or
Attorney Genezal's office opinion, is correct, a court "ase
can be used to straighten it out, but remezxber, it is one
man's opinion, one attorney's opinion.

PRESIDENT: Senator Bereutez .

SENATOR BEREUTERx Nr. President and mexvbers ov the Levis
lature, we have two varied separate issues here bef'ore us
today that are tied togethez only at the end. One issue
is the bill. I hope vou will look at it obJectivelv to
the best of youz abilitv and vote on it on that basis.
Senator Cope .'ust said pezhaps some people would he swerve~
by the Attorney General's opinion. I hope vou will not
be swayed by the Attorney Genezal's opinion and vou will
make up vour mind on this bill on the basis of' what ls
there and what you have heax d in testimony. I am appalled
by this Attorney General's opinion. Nr. Royce waroer,
whoever he may be, has given us a misdirected missile
against the legislative branch. He suggests to us, as
Senator DeCamp mentioned, on what basis we are making ouz
opinion and then says it is a losex . I don't know how
far this is going to go. When are we going to have our
opinion from the Attorney Genezal suggesting that we can' t
do something for first class cities and not do it vor
second class cities or vice versa. That probably will
be the next steo if trends continue. The most well known
population distinction f' or legislation in the united States
today is whether or not a countv contains a citv of ~o,'xylo,
a standard metropolitan statistical area. As a mattez o
fact, Just becau e that is deemed to be a sign of urbanls
it Just so happ S that this bill eff'ects the only two
counties in the /tate that contain cities of over 51,Goo.
Nr. Harper, you ought to consider that act i . f ' vou a"e
going to interJect yourself inappz'opriatelv in this nrocess
in this Chamber. I am not raising this azvument on the
basis of this bill. I am going to look at that bill and
see if I think it makes sense or the people o < Nebraska
and I hope you will. Now lf I could of'f'er a little +ree
instruction to those of you who are here, I would suv.vest
the first thing you do is pick uo the Attorney General' s
opinion and you crumple lt like that and you throw lt
south where it belongs because Senator DeCamb told vou
exactly what it is. It belongs in a trash can. .hen
you pick up youz' bill book and you look at the yellow
copy and you ignore the inaopropz late intrusion in the
legislative process and you look at the bill and you decide


